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Main Point 
The beginning of Chapter 2 states that once upon a time we were in 
bondage to three powers: the world, the devil, and flesh.  Now for the 
Christian we have been freed and transferred into new locations and 
powers: the church, Christ, and the Spirit.  The Gospel message is 
greater than our former bondage and is able to break the bondage of 
these powers.  Today we are looking at the greatest two words in 
scripture that speak of the heart of the Gospel.  In appreciation towards 
His salvation we are to praise Him. 
 
Discussion 
What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message 
did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening, or challenging?  Explain. 
 
Questions  
What are the many things we can be thankful for? 
 
Read Eph. 1:3-14.  How is this a passage written to bring about praise? 
 
Read again Eph. 1:15-23.  How is this prayer connected to 3-14 and to 
2:1-10? 
 
How would you define the Gospel message in a paragraph? 
 
How would you define the Gospel message in just a few words? 
 
How do the two words, “but God” contain the gospel message? 
 

What is the picture of the person before the words “but God”? 
 

What is the picture of the person after the words “but God”? 
 

What is the reason for the words “but God”? (see the rest of verse 4) 
 

What is the best example of God’s love? 
 

When you feel hardship what are some of the “but God” passages that 
can help? 
 

When you feel weary what are some of the “but God” passages that 
can help? 
 

When you need understanding what are some of the “but God” 
passages that can help? 
 

When you need love what are some of the “but God” passages that can 
help? 
 

When you feel captive to sin what are some of the “but God” passages 
that can help? 
 

What does it mean to believe the words, “but God”? 
 

Why are we to recall them daily? 
 

What significance on your life is having an attitude of gratitude? 
 

What is it to have a lifestyle of praise? 
 

Application 
What will you do with what you have learned through the lesson? 
 

How would you define the gospel in a few sentences? 
 

How has the gospel message changed for soul? 
 

What are three reasons you are thankful for God’s gift of salvation? 
 

What keeps you from having an attitude of gratitude? 

 

What keeps you from having a lifestyle of praise? 
 

What do you think of the comment: “Do not let circumstances dictate 
how you worship, instead let the worship of God dictate how you love in 
your circumstances”? 
 

How can you walk each day in the beauty and reality of the cross event 
seen in this chapter? 
 

How do you respond to the gift of grace and experience it in your life? 
 

Pray now together that you each would not only see but believe and 
experience this chapter. 
 
Memory Verse  
“But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us 

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace 

you have been saved.”  Ephesians 2:4-5 (NIV) 
 


